
UNTIL this General Election, I was never
interested in politics, such was my trust
and faith in Minister Mentor Lee Kuan
Yew and the old guard who led the Peo-
ple’s Action Party (PAP).

But it was different this time: The cam-
paigning and the articles and views I read
in The Straits Times forced me to think
hard. I spent sleepless nights pondering
over the war of words between the PAP
and the opposition.

It was agonising but in the end, I vot-
ed with my head and cast my ballot for
the opposition, although my heart voted
for the PAP.

I did so because of the difference in
the PAP then and now.

The selfless devotion of MM Lee and
the old guard made me proud to call my-
self a Singaporean. I cannot say the same
of the third-generation PAP leadership.

To me, too many citizens have fallen
through the cracks of the social welfare
net or are struggling daily even when
they have jobs. What seems to be of great-

er concern now is the national bottom
line, party interest and a respective MP’s
own report card.

MM Lee once said Singapore’s only re-
source is its people – a resource the cur-
rent PAP leadership appears to have ne-
glected.

An HDB flat is a home first. To make
asset enhancement a selling point in or-
der to justify a hefty price is not wise. An
HDB flat is an asset to only three parties:
the sellers, banks and property agents.

It does not benefit Singaporeans who
must bear 20-plus years of mortgage pay-
ments because an HDB resale flat costs
half a million dollars.

It is also wrong to dismiss the opposi-
tion as one that merely opposes for the
sake of opposing.

But I still believe in the PAP. I believe
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has what
it takes to lead the party to greater
heights.

I also believe that the past two weeks
have opened the PAP’s eyes – that mas-
sive wealth means little if it does not win
the hearts of citizens.

Once, Singaporeans were told to swal-
low a bitter pill to survive hard times.

I think it’s time for the PAP to swallow
that pill in the certainty that the party
will regain its balance of head and heart.

Chia Tok Whee

Ang Mo Kio GRC

“By returning Prime Minister Lee with a larger
margin, voters showed they found his apology
sincere and kept their faith in him.”
MR N. NAGESWARAN: “By returning Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong to Parliament in Ang Mo
Kio GRC with a larger margin, voters showed they found his apology sincere and kept their
faith in him. At the same time, they expressed their displeasure about inflation, housing and
foreign workers by reducing the victory margins of other People’s Action Party (PAP)
candidates. It appears evident that a vote for the opposition was really a vote against the PAP
rather than for the opposition. If the PAP fine-tunes its policies on key issues and gives due
regard to voter sentiment, it will do even better in the next general election.”

AS A young Singaporean, I am disturbed
by Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew’s re-
marks that my generation has forgotten
the struggles of our past (“MM: Past
struggles forgotten by young”; yester-
day).

Scarcely a day goes by when I do not
hear a positive remark about our city
from my foreign friends, and I constant-
ly marvel at what we have achieved as a
nation when I compare Singapore to the
cities I have visited.

Older Singaporeans are quick to tell
me how much we owe our Government,
and I do not disagree. MM Lee should
rest easy; the younger generation remem-

bers. Government media and education
campaigns remind us how far we have
come. I know we have the People Action
Party’s (PAP) old guard to thank for it:
They slogged through the hardest times
and we, and the third-generation PAP
leaders, enjoy the fruits of their labour.

But we do not owe the PAP a living.
The party has performed and we are
thankful. But the PAP must constantly
prove itself worthy of the task.

The PAP is not on auto-pilot and can-
not keep doing more of the same and ex-
pect our support. It must increase its
skills and capabilities, and the party has
yet to convince us that it is the only pilot

who can see us through a storm. The
PAP has failed to make itself fully rele-
vant to my generation.

Its communication is high-handed
and old-fashioned; its policies pursue
economic growth that was vital in the
past, but fail to adequately address to-
day’s socio-cultural issues.

The party’s rhetoric is staid and un-
comfortable and does not speak to the
hearts of my peers.

Instead of ushering Singapore into a
new era with the stability and strength
that only the PAP can provide, the party
has chosen to foist its brand of
old-world “stability” and “strength” up-
on us. “From whence we came” is not
where we want to go.

Daniel Yap

UNLIKE voters in my generation – the
older electorate who bought into the “car-
rot and stick” strategy of the People’s Ac-
tion Party (PAP) – today’s younger gener-
ation prefers the soft and empathetic ap-
proach.

The younger voters have shown that
they prefer the latter than a style of gov-
ernance predicated on pragmatism and
firmness.

Be that as it may, the decision of the

Workers’ Party (WP) to contest in Alju-
nied GRC ironically laid the groundwork
for the PAP’s success in other constituen-
cies at the expense of WP’s fellow opposi-
tion parties.

For older voters like me, the fear of a
PAP defeat in Aljunied GRC convinced
me to vote for the ruling party in Tampi-
nes GRC. I voted thus because the WP
left me with no choice. In my view, there
was nothing to fall back on if voters else-
where plumped for the opposition.

If I had voted for the opposition in
Tampines GRC, and if it had won, that
would have led to a larger cluster of
GRC-victorious opposition parties.

It could well have meant that the PAP
might not have been returned to power –
a risk that I wasn’t prepared to take.

Francis Cheng

After the old guard...
“We are equally
invested in Singapore
to let it sink.”
MR HENG NGEE HAI: “I will always respect
and remember the contributions of Minister
Mentor Lee Kuan Yew and the old guard (‘MM:
Past struggles forgotten by young’; yesterday).
Singapore is our ship too, our only one. I
escaped death during my national service and
I have not shirked my subsequent reservist
liabilities. I pay stiff taxes and obtain minimal
handouts in return. I may gripe to let off
steam, but my generation has absorbed MM
Lee’s foreboding without the need for
doomsday reminders. We are equally invested
in Singapore to let it sink. And we will work
together, People’s Action Party and opposition,
for a better future.”

Hold it...

“Wait and watch WP’s
performance in
Parliament before
pronouncing judgment.”
MR R. SIVASUBRAMANIAM: “Minister Mentor
Lee Kuan Yew’s remarks bear heeding because
he has Singapore’s interest at heart and has
worked a lifetime to make Singapore a better
place (‘MM: Past struggles forgotten by young’;
yesterday). However, the People’s Action Party is
not the only party with good ‘pilots'. In MM Lee’s
time, the Barisan Sosialis was bent on destroying
Singapore’s social fabric to mould it to the
party’s communist views. But the Workers’ Party
(WP) does not have such an agenda. MM Lee
should wait and watch WP’s performance in
Parliament before pronouncing judgment.”

WE ARE disturbed by Senior Minister of
State (Education and National Develop-
ment) Grace Fu’s comments during a rally
speech at the Jurong East Stadium, in
which she likened opposition parties
to insurance agents who show up once
every five years (“Opposition rapped
for likening politics to soccer”; last Tues-
day).

Her statement stereotypes insurance
practitioners as superficial salespeople
with short-term financial motives.

The Insurance and Financial Practition-
ers Association of Singapore (Ifpas) repre-

sents some 4,000 practitioners of life in-
surance and financial services. We rein-
force the fact that as licensees of the Fi-
nancial Advisers Act under the Monetary
Authority of Singapore, insurance practi-
tioners here, who include Ifpas members,
adhere to a strict set of professional regu-
lations and guidelines in the conduct of
our business.

It is unfortunate that the analogy of a
respectable minister has compromised a
profession upheld by 13,000 Singapore-
ans, holding a stake in the country’s
growth and development.

Much as we all know that black sheep
exist in the midst of our members, we
need to reiterate that there are profession-
als who disburse good advice, and clients
who work with such members have bene-
fited from the services provided.

In the light of the above, we hope
Singaporeans who attended the rally or
read the report will not have a tainted
view of the insurance industry because of
Ms Fu’s disparaging remarks.

Tommy Wee
President
Insurance and Financial Practitioners
Association of Singapore

I THANK Mr Ho Suit Keng and Mr Law-
rence Law for their support of the new
music degree programme that the Nan-
yang Academy of Fine Arts (Nafa) will of-
fer in collaboration with the Royal Col-
lege of Music, London (RCM) (“Music edu-
cation for all”, April 30; and “New de-
grees are music to the ears”, May 1).

Nafa’s degree programme with RCM
will offer a world-class education for stu-
dents talented in music to specialise and
excel in their interests. By building on Na-
fa’s diploma programme in music per-

formance, diploma graduates enrolled in
the Nafa-RCM programme can obtain a
degree in two years.

Graduates from the School of the Arts
and those who participated in the Music
Elective Programmes in schools can also
gain entry into the RCM programme, or
seek admission to the Yong Siew Toh Con-
servatory of Music.

The Nafa-RCM partnership will com-
plement the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory
of Music and increase the opportunities
for students to develop their talent in

music at the tertiary level.
As an employer, the Ministry of Educa-

tion (MOE) also plans to increase its re-
cruitment of qualified music teachers to
enhance the quality of music education in
schools. MOE scholarships are available
to potential teachers who have the pas-
sion to teach and impart an appreciation
for the aesthetics to our next generation.
We welcome interested parties to apply.

Tan Gee Keow (Ms)
Director, Higher Education
Ministry of Education
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George Yeo

“Democracy upheld
but at a price.”
MR TANG KUM CHEONG: “This election
is the most keenly fought one that I
have witnessed. A positive outcome is
that many young Singaporeans have
taken an active role in politics and
shaping Singapore’s future. Yes,
democracy has been upheld but at a
price: Singapore has lost a fine and
well-respected minister in Mr George
Yeo, who spent years serving the
nation.”

TV broadcast

“Coverage of results
was appalling.”
MR NG KENG NAM: “MediaCorp’s
coverage of the Polling Day results was
appalling. The crawlers of information
at the bottom of the TV screen were not
updated. For example, its crawler telling
viewers that results for Ang Mo Kio
GRC were ‘expected in 15 minutes’
trawled for two hours. Information
flagging viewers to anticipate results
was flashed even after the results had
been announced. Crawlers announcing
unconfirmed results of People’s Action
Party wins in specific constituencies
were reported, but the same was not
done for the opposition. We had to rely
on social media, which gave up-to-date
information and confirmed the
Workers’ Party’s Aljunied win hours
before it was announced.”

Crude oil plunge

“Would the relevant
authority advise if it
is about time that
pump prices here
take a tumble?”
MR VINCENT SU: “I refer to last
Saturday’s report (‘Oil bubble pricked
by a host of factors’). Crude, which has
risen 17 per cent since Feb 16 when
trouble in Libya erupted, tumbled 12
per cent in the four days after terrorist
Osama bin Laden's death. A host of
other factors contributing to the tumble
was also mentioned in the report.
Would the relevant authority care to
advise if it is about time that pump
prices here also take a tumble?”
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