
NOW that the euphoria of having an
opposition party breach a bastion of
People’s Action Party – the multi-seat
constituency that is the GRC – has
settled somewhat, it may be worth-
while to examine the road ahead.

The Workers’ Party’s decisive
capture of Aljunied GRC suggests that
many opposition voters want an alter-
native voice to the Government; that
they are tired of having a government
that implements policies without
enough consultation. Having an oppo-
sition voice in Parliament will alleviate
this state of affairs, so they think.

But this may also reflect a negative
mentality: have an alternative voice,
or things would get worse. The WP’s
call for a First World Parliament is
seductive but it does not sway me,

having seen its effects when I lived
abroad where alternative voices to the
government proliferated.

Street marches and parliamentary
debates are interesting side shows. But
citizens in these countries must also
bear with what many Singaporeans
would find hard to imagine or accept –
inefficient and unpredictable provision
of social goods in transport, security
and health care. Vandalism and crime
rates are also high.

Governments often change hands
between the major parties after each
election, due largely to the inability of
the politicians to fulfil their electoral
promises, thereby leading to instabili-
ty nationally. Perhaps we have come
to take Singapore’s efficiency for grant-
ed and thus hold the PAP to higher

standards; an unintentional function
perhaps of an overly efficient PAP
government.

I am convinced by the rationale of
some of the PAP’s leaders that a small
nation state like ours cannot expend
unnecessary time and energy in formu-
lating policy.

The reality that faces us is not repli-
cable elsewhere. We simply do not
have the resources to manage impasse
after impasse.

Those with a liberal slant often
carry a romantic ideal of a democracy
where politicians debate for the good
of the people.

Well, there have been many debates
in these democracies, but name me
one that has managed to achieve the
good for most of its people, if not all?

Chan Jia Huan (Ms)

WE MAY have overlooked the fact that
this General Election was actually a
step backward for the opposition, amid
the euphoria of the Workers’ Party’s
victories in Aljunied GRC and the
single seat in Hougang.

For a start, there will be only one
elected opposition party in the new
Parliament – the WP – compared with
two in 2006 – the WP and the Singa-
pore Democratic Alliance (SDA), then
led by Mr Chiam See Tong.

The Singapore People’s Party lost
Potong Pasir, which was contested by

his wife and successor Lina, and Mr
Chiam failed in his bid to win
Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC. The results
show that although the opposition
parties offered better candidates than
in previous elections, it was still not
enough to convince the majority of the
electorate of their calibre.

Apart from Aljunied GRC and Hou-
gang, the WP failed in Moulmein-Ka-
llang GRC, East Coast GRC, Nee Soon
GRC, and the single seats of Joo Chiat,
Punggol East and Sengkang West.

So the opposition has a long way to

go before it can establish itself firmly
in Singapore politics, let alone beat the
ruling People’s Action Party.

I am sure it knows what it has to do.
It has to prove itself worthy of the elec-
torate’s trust and confidence.

On the other hand, Saturday’s GE
was a big success (yet again) for the
PAP. Winning 81 seats out of 87 is a
landslide, by any yardstick.

And remember, in the process, it re-
gained Potong Pasir after 27 years in
the hands of Mr Chiam.

The PAP’s performance is a clear
indication that the majority of Singapo-
reans still want the party to govern,
despite their unhappiness, never mind
that the party lost its first GRC and
Hougang, and suffered a drop in the
overall share of the vote.

I look forward to watching how the
PAP performs under its new mandate
and whether the WP can deliver its
promises to the voters of Aljunied GRC
and Hougang.

We can expect the verdict in the
next general election.

Anthony Oei

AS A fellow Gen Y voter, I disagree with Mr
Daniel Yap’s view yesterday that the People’s
Action Party is out of touch with young Singa-
poreans (“PAP through the lens of a young
Singaporean”).

I am firmly behind the PAP government.
My peers have nursed acute and unrealistic
expectations of the PAP and unfairly blamed
the party for all problems besetting the
country. No government is perfect and unlike
other long-ruling parties, the PAP is slowly
but surely evolving.

Under Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
and before that under Mr Goh Chok Tong, the
PAP has moved away from its paternalistic
and heavy-handed policies towards greater po-
litical openness and social liberalisation. This
is the best proof of government efforts to en-
gage and to stay relevant to Gen Y voters.

Rather than opt for armchair cynicism, we
should play a more active role in helping the
PAP to rectify its mistakes, such as being part
of grassroots organisations and providing
constructive feedback to government agen-
cies. Instead of resorting solely to criticism,
we should also learn to adapt to the socio-eco-
nomic challenges like the rising cost of living.

I am not sure if the Workers’ Party can do a
better job than the PAP in running Singapore.
But I am sure that the PAP leadership, even
without Mr George Yeo, is committed to
improving, reforming, and renewing itself in
the long run.

All Singaporeans should continue to
support the PAP fully in lifting Singapore to
greater heights.

Chan Cheng Lin

What next, WP?

“Turn down the offer of NCMP seats.”
MS FONG HANG YIN: “The Workers’ Party has proven its mettle. Perhaps the next step
in burnishing its reputation is to turn down the offer of Non-Constituency MP (NCMP)
seats. The PAP’s Mr Sitoh Yih Pin had to overcome immense obstacles to win Potong
Pasir on his third try. He did it without the advantage enjoyed by opposition candidates
on the NCMP ticket. Political parties elected into Parliament should not be offered an
NCMP ticket for its unsuccessful members at the expense of elected MPs who had won
on merit. Elected MPs should also not use the existing office facilities of their
predecessors. Their constituents would respect them more if they can show that they
are as able as the ward’s previous MP in implementing their vision through their own
ideas and efforts.”

FORUM
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FOREIGN Minister George Yeo’s
graciousness in the face of acute disap-
pointment over his PAP team’s defeat
in Aljunied GRC is remarkable.

In fact, the People’s Action Party’s
MPs made a concerted effort to be gra-
cious despite the significant loss of
votes compared to the 2006 General
Election.

I hope the graciousness will extend
to the takeover of town council offices
by all political parties, rather than
result in the wasteful building of new
premises.

I hope too that Mr Yeo’s gracious-
ness rubs off on the younger genera-
tion. Many younger voters were rude,
some downright crude, in criticising
the PAP. I am also concerned by their
lack of courtesy towards our elderly
statesmen. Their behaviour is a
wake-up call for Singapore parents.

Like it or not, the behaviour of our

children is a reflection of how we

raised them.

Is their behaviour a consequence of

a generation of latch-key children?

Is it because of the long hours

worried working parents spend in the
office to protect their jobs, sacrificing
parenting time in the process?

Is this the price we have to pay as a
nation?

Joan Chng (Madam)

WHEN it does a post-mortem of Saturday’s General Elec-
tion, the People’s Action Party should heed the silent cry
of the middle-class voters who live in old private estates.

The PAP lost many votes in older middle-class housing
estates in Serangoon Gardens, Paya Lebar, Opera Estate,
Mountbatten, Seletar and elsewhere because voters who
live there were dissatisfied with the allocation of the Gov-
ernment’s wealth-sharing and Workfare schemes.

Some of these homes were bought when the prices were
low, some 30 to 40 years ago. But after paying off the mort-
gages through their Central Provident Fund, their owners
have little left to meet their retirement needs.

Their children who live in these houses were paid the
minimum under the Grow and Share Package even though
some were low-income earners.

Some felt excluded when they compared the govern-
ment wealth shares they received to that of their friends
and relatives who earned more, drove BMWs and Mercs,
and obtained more handouts simply because they lived in
HDB flats.

Just because private houses are valued higher than HDB
homes should not disqualify their low-income residents
from Workfare, for instance.

The Government should review the way it apportions
the wealth cake and perhaps relook the present system that
penalises private home owners and those living in them.

The fairest way is to go by incomes earned by individu-
als by checking their income tax returns.

Robert Ong

Picture this

“Would
the online
community
have shown
the same
kindness to
Nicole Seah (above) if
she had been a PAP
candidate instead?”
MR JAG KUO. Log on to www.straitstimes.com
to read the letter in full.

MediaCorp praised...

“Presenter was engaging,
her guests offered
insightful analyses.”
MR KENNETH CHENG: “I disagree with
yesterday’s letters by Mr Ng Keng Nam (‘TV
broadcast’) and Mr Denis Distant (‘Poor live
coverage’ in Forum Online) which criticised
MediaCorp TV’s live coverage of the General
Election results. Contrary to Mr Ng’s view, the
news ticker at the bottom of the television
screen updated viewers like me with the latest
information as well as observations from
reporters on the ground. Hours before the
results were announced, the ticker did carry
unconfirmed reports that the People’s Action
Party had lost in Aljunied and of a Workers’
Party win in Hougang. Moreover, presenter
Genevieve Woo was competent and engaging,
and her studio guests offered insightful and
thought-provoking analyses.”

... And criticised

“Viewers deserve an
explanation for the
long delay (three
hours) in the most
eagerly awaited result.”
MR NARAYANA NARAYANA: “Sunday’s article
on the keen contest for Aljunied GRC (‘From
political gamble to election history’) starts by
recalling that Foreign Minister George Yeo called
his wife Jennifer about 11pm on Polling Day and
calmly told her: ‘We have lost.’ The report
further informs that an hour later, his
opponent, Mr Low Thia Khiang, was preparing
for what would perhaps be the sweetest victory
speech of his career. So, it must seem obvious
that the Workers' Party had clinched the critical
Aljunied constituency. But the hundreds of
thousands of viewers who were not privy to
such information sat glued to the designated TV
channels awaiting the crucial outcome, which
was not announced until after 2am, by which
time I had decided to call it a night. A few
minutes afterwards, I heard cheers in the
neighbourhood and guessed, correctly, that the
opposition had pulled off the near-impossible.
Viewers deserve an explanation for the long
delay (three hours) in what was arguably the
most eagerly awaited result of the election. With
the winning majority of over 12,000 votes, even
a call for a recount was hardly likely to have
changed the outcome. Don’t viewers and voters
need greater consideration in such supposedly
‘live’ and ‘on-the-spot’ coverage?”

Aljunied GRC

“Allow the Workers’
Party to continue
using the present
Aljunied Town Council
premises as usual.”
MR JASON CHIAM: “I urge the Housing Board to
allow the Workers’ Party to continue using the
present Aljunied Town Council premises as
usual without imposing additional requirements
because of a change of political party in charge.
(‘Low’s top priority is to take over Aljunied
Town Council’; Monday). The new Aljunied GRC
MPs should also be given fair access to use the
meet-the-people facility. Opposition parties
should not be denied the use of a proper facility
to conduct these sessions.”

I REFER to yesterday’s letter (“Insurance
body criticises Grace Fu’s analogy”) by Mr
Tommy Wee, president of the Insurance and
Financial Practitioners Association of Singa-
pore (Ifpas).

I regret if my analogy of comparing some
opposition parties to unprofessional
insurance agents had caused unhappiness in
any way. It was certainly not my intention
to stereotype, nor make disparaging remarks
against the entire insurance industry in
Singapore.

I appreciate the efforts by Ifpas to clarify
the matter. I have no doubt that there are
many professionals in the industry who
disburse good advice and service, with
clients who benefit from the help rendered
by them.

Grace Fu (Ms)
Member of Parliament for Yuhua SMC

1 MR JAG KUO: What if Nicole had been
a PAP newbie instead...?

2 MR TAN CHI HENG: No room for proper
discussion in anti-PAP new media

3 MR JONATHAN LIM: Ways to a more
caring government

4 MR HARVEY NEO: Three clear
messages...

5 MR PRAKASH NAIR: ...And three more
lessons

6 MR JEFFREY TAN: Humility in defeat

7 MR K. SABESAN: Don’t give up on
Buddhist university

8 MR LEE TECK YUEN: Foreign investor
fan of S’pore... and George

9 MR MARK RICHARDS: Don’t abandon
reform promise, George

10 MR NELSON GOH: Cry from the heart

11 MR MUHAMMAD UMAR A.
KAMALUDIN: Understand young voters
better

12 MS SUBANA HALL: Don’t
underestimate young voters

13 MR YEO TAI KWEE: Count on the
young to remember

14 MR JOLLY WEE: All parties must start
delivering now

15 MR CHAI MING FUI: No worries, WP

16 MADAM HAN MUI LING: WP should
forge its own Aljunied style
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